
SUMMARY : The present study examinesthe extent of mechanization, cost and returns of manual and
mechanical harvesting and threshing of chickpea.A multistage sampling procedure was adopted for
the selection of study area, sample farmers and machine owners.The sample size for the study was 90
comprised of 60 chickpea growing farmers and 30 machine owners. Farm budgeting and tabular analysis
was used to analyze the data. The data pertained to the agriculture year 2013-14. About 70 per cent of
the sample farmers harvested chickpea engaging human labour and threshed it with machine and
remaining 30 per cent of the sample farmers have used machine both for harvesting and threshing.On
an average both states together, total human labour, bullock labour and machine hours utilized in the
study areas was found to be 33.66 man days, 5.39 pair days and 4.69 hours, respectively. Although the
quantities of inputs used were less per acre, the total expenditure incurred on these inputs was more in
case of Maharashtra (Rs.13,443.88/ha) when compared to Madhya Pradesh (Rs.12,133.73/ha). The
benefit-cost ratio indicated that chickpea cultivation was found to be economically viable for the
farmers in the study states.The net profit of mechanical harvesting and threshing over manual harvesting
and machine threshing was Rs. 2613 and Rs.3044in Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, respectively.
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